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T
he world begins 
2021 with a 
COVID-19 vac-

cine and the hope of 
the physical recovery. 
The world needs 
hope, a positive one.  
There are some 
degrees of hope such 
as hope for a good 
life, happy family, and 
successful career etc.  As a Thai 
Ambassador to Kuwait, I hope that the 
Thai-Kuwait relations remain close dur-
ing the difficult time and will continue to 
grow and prosper. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
express my sincere gratitude to the Amir 
of Kuwait, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Crown 
Prince, His Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Prime 
Minister, His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the Foreign 
Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs, His Excellency Sheikh Dr. Ahmed 
Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-Ahmed Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and the people of the 
State of Kuwait for their support from the 
past until present.  

Thailand and Kuwait have enjoyed the 
best of bilateral relations for 58 years in 
all aspects, ranging from trade & invest-
ment, education, energy, agriculture, to 
visa and consular matters.  Meanwhile, 
the Thai community in Kuwait has played 
important role in services sector such as 
healthcare, spa and restaurant for many 
years.  It is also worth mentioning that 
the Thais and Kuwaitis are getting to 
know each other more than in the past 
owing to the success in our cooperation 
in medical tourism. 

In this respect, we always welcome 
Kuwaitis to Thailand.  Our   medical serv-
ice is second to none, with high quality 
health-care infrastructure and numerous 
centers of excellence. According to John 
Hopkins University Research, Thailand 
ranked 6th in Global Health Security 
Index 2019.   In addit ion, Thailand 
remains the top tourist destination, pre-
senting to the world her rich culture, 
splendid resorts along the coastline, vari-
ety of delicious food, traditional Thai 
massage, Thai smiles, and services from 
the heart.  

Looking ahead, I am anticipating the 
auspicious occasion of the 60th 
Anniversary of the establishment of 
Thailand–Kuwait diplomatic relations in 
2023, during the year we hopefully shall 
see the opening of Thai Marts, the inau-
guration of Dusit Princess Mahboula 
Kuwait, the joint investment and man-
agement between hospitals of the two 
countries, and more trade and cultural 
events here in Kuwait.  

At regional level, Thailand attaches 
importance to ASEAN and will play piv-
otal role in anchoring ASEAN 
Community.   Last year, ASEAN together 
with China, Japan, South Korea, 
Australia, and New Zealand inked the 
world’s largest trade deal, the so-called 
Regional Cooperation Enhanced 
Partnership or RCEP, accounting for 30 
percent of global GDP and over a quarter 
of world exports.  We will also render full 
support to Kuwait in advancing coopera-
tion via Asia Cooperation Dialogue 
(ACD), a pan Asia-wide cooperation for 
the benefits of the whole region. 

Ambassador’s message

Thailand and Kuwait 
relations continue 
to grow and prosper

Kuwait, Thailand celebrate 58 years of relations 

H.E. Rooge 
Thammongkol

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn 
Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua 

S
tatement of His Excellency 
General Prayut Chan-o-cha, 
Prime Minister of Thailand on 

16 June, 2021 
“It has now been just over a month 

since we returned to a consolidated 
management of the COVID crisis, 
which has enabled me to instruct cer-
tain actions directly to facilitate the 
integration of plans among our vari-
ous teams and committees and 
quickly solve problems that may natu-
rally arise in the implementation of 
such a large undertaking that 
involves so many different depart-
ments, while continuing to work on 
the basis of listening to expert advice 
and to all ministries, departments and 
sectors involved.  This is the way we 
worked when the COVID-19 pandem-
ic started last year. 

This arrangement has enabled us 
to make some fast progress in nego-
tiations with new suppliers of vac-
cines.  At this time, we now have six 
suppliers of vaccines to our country 
with which we are working, including 
Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson, 
Moderna, as well as Astra-Zeneca, 
Sinovac and Sinopharm.  

Next to that, we have also been 
able to secure the supply of more 
vaccines.   Today, we have signed 
reservation and supply contracts for 
105.5 million doses to be delivered 
this year and putting us ahead of our 

target for vaccine supplies this year. 
We will continue to seek additional 
supplies of vaccines for next year. 

Based on our current plans, we 
will administer an average of around 
10 million shots a month from July 
such that by early October almost 
50 million people will have had at 
least their first shots administered. 

 The time has now come for us to 
look ahead and set a date for when 
we can fully open our country and 
start receiving visitors”. 

“I am, therefore, setting a goal 
for us to be able to declare 
Thailand fully open within 120 
days from today, and for tourism 
centers that are ready, to do so 
even faster. 

 Visitors to Thailand who are fully 
vaccinated must be able to enter our 
country without quarantine or other 
inconvenient restrictions.   And Thais 
travelling abroad who are fully vacci-
nated must also be able to return 
home without confinement in quar-
antine.  Places of work and business 
must be able to operate normally 
and without blanket restrictions, and 
domestic travel, too, must be without 
blanket restrictions.  The only excep-
tion to these guidelines will be if a 
truly serious situation develops or 
seems likely to develop, and we will 
look at those situations on a case-
by-case basis. 

To get to our target of opening 
the country in 120 days, we will 
pilot with Phuket to relax some 
restrictions and receive visitors 
using a ‘sandbox’ model”. 

“With this timeframe, I believe 
that there will be many other coun-
tries also relaxing their restrictions 
on the travel of their citizens and 
there should be a sufficient number 
of potential tourists who might be 
able to come to Thailand. 

The priorities for our country must 
now advance to the next level. 

When we first entered the COVID 
pandemic, my primary mission was 
to avoid a massive loss of life in 
Thailand.  Preventing the loss of life 
is not just about protecting the life of 
the infected person; it is also about 
preventing long-term financial catas-
trophe for a family that may lose a 
breadwinner, or the everlasting 
hardship created by the loss of 
fathers, mothers and grandparents 
who care for children in our society. 

To date, we have together man-
aged to make our country one of 
the safest in the world.  

Another great problem that we 
avoided is the death of people from 
other common illnesses that require 
hospital treatment and who would 
have been crowded out of hospitals 
by COVID patients and not be able 
to get their normal care. 

My next mission, with the 
progress of our vaccination pro-
gramme, is to rapidly try and get 
Thailand back to operating normally. 

Our national policy must now 
evolve and we must look on this 
virus just as we would on the many 
other diseases that are in the world 
and with which we must learn to live. 

We have seen that this virus is 
not going to go away quickly.   We 
have to come to terms that it will 
continue to be around in the world, 
and in Thailand for some time.   We 
cannot wait for a time when every-
one is fully vaccinated with two 
shots to open the country or for 
when the world is free of the virus.   
We must be ready to live with some 
risk and just try to keep it at a man-
ageable level, and let people go 
back to being able to earn a living.   
That is the policy that I have set. 

To be able to open our country in 
120 days we must do everything 
possible to ensure that our vac-
cines are delivered according to the 
committed schedules, even though 
we know full well from the cases of 
other countries that the delivery of 
vaccines from manufacturers may 
not be as they commit, with delays 
and shortfalls in the shipments.  But 
we have to do a good job in man-
aging this”. 

Thailand will reopen the country in 120 days
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By H.E Don Pramudwinai, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Thailand 
 

T
he year 2020 was truly a disruptive 
time in world history. The fast-spread-
ing COVID-19 pandemic managed to 
halt even the wave of globalisation 

and compelled governments to go into lock-
down. Businesses were forced to close, in 
some cases leading to furloughs or unem-
ployment, and further widening the existing 
social inequalities.  Everyone came to the 
realisation that business would never again 
be the same, and began to accept the con-
cept of a “new normal.” 

The pandemic is a harsh reminder that our 
life is full of uncertainties and unknown 
parameters. In worst-case scenarios, we don’t 
even know what we don’t know, leaving us 
completely off guard once it happens. The 
damage from these ‘unknown unknowns’ or 
‘black swans’, as called by some theorists, is 
increasingly troublesome since the world is 
getting smaller and more intertwined. In these 
conditions, for a medium-sized nation such as 
Thailand, we have always recognised that 
multilateralism, aiming for sustainable growth, 
will be the prevailing solution in response to 
black swans. The idea is that the challenges 
that hit us the hardest are usually the ones 
that undermine human security. Therefore, 
countries need to work in concert; otherwise, 
the problem will just linger, by perpetually shift-
ing elsewhere. This has led to our advocacy of 
sustainable development in all the multilateral 
institutions we have either founded or joined, 
from the League of Nations to the United 
Nations, and regionally, from ASEAN to 
ACMECS and ACD, to name a few. 

 The rationale is evident and the benefits 
are foreseeable. Non-major powers have to 
combine capabilities to enhance political 
leverage or achieve shared goals that going 
solo will not succeed, such as climate 
change, sustainable development and, of 
course, pandemic management. COVID-19 
has proven that traditional “great powers” 
have no power over such disruptions and 
need collaboration and networking to defeat 

this common foe. Recognising that “no one is 
safe until everyone is safe” underlines the 
significance of multilateral cooperation more 
than ever.  

When the Cold War ended in the 1990s, 
economic cooperation became a prominent 
agenda, leading to the formation of regional 
groupings that Thailand joined or played an 
important part in founding. These include 
APEC, BIMSTEC, ACMECS and ACD. 
Together with ASEAN, these frameworks 
underpinned the notion of ‘Prosper Thy 
Neighbour’ in Thai foreign policy and have 
brought about many tangible arrangements 
that have strengthened our resolve and soli-
darity whenever the region encountered 
‘black swans’ in the past. The Asian financial 
crisis in 1997 and SARS in 2003 all present-
ed us with valuable lessons.  

The occurrence of COVID-19 and the way 
nations should coordinate their responses will 
presumably follow similar patterns in terms of 
regional cooperation. For instance, Thailand 
offered full support to Vietnam, the ASEAN 
Chair, in organising the Special ASEAN 
Summit and the Special ASEAN Plus Three 
Summit on COVID-19 in April 2020. We also 

proposed the establishment of the COVID-19 
ASEAN Response Fund. This is reminiscent 
of Thailand’s hosting of the Special ASEAN 
and ASEAN-China Leaders Meeting and the 
APEC Health Ministerial Meeting when SARS 
hit the region in 2003. It rightly demonstrated 
the necessity and advantages of synergizing 
strengths to counter a common threat and 
prepare for any future disruptive challenges.  

Throughout the years, Thailand has con-
sistently pursued a common theme across all 
regional frameworks - the need to encourage 
sustainable growth that is balanced and 
remains grounded on basic human needs 
and rights. A common resolve on the part of 
the international community to not over-
exploit resources will allow future generations 
to enjoy clean, decent and green social envi-
ronments in any region across the world. 

The post-COVID world requires a rethink - 
a paradigm shift - of how we pursue econom-
ic growth. Our current path has put human 
activities in direct conflict with nature, creating 
imbalances in the forms of climate change, 
the pandemic, and even social unrest. The 
Thai government recently made the Bio-
Circular-Green Economy, or the BCG Model, 

our national agenda. It will be our main strat-
egy for economic recovery and development 
after the pandemic and beyond. Through 
innovative and sustainable growth strategies 
that adequately meet human’s needs, help-
ing lift millions out of poverty while respecting 
the planet, we hope to achieve a balance, or 
a middle path, that harmonizes production 
and consumption with preservation of the 
natural world. As other countries also share 
similar ideas, Thailand looks forward to work-
ing with like-minded partners to transform 
such concepts into concrete deliverables that 
will benefit people around the world at large. 

As the current global economy is still 
struggling while Thailand’s main engines of 
growth show signs of slowing down, multilat-
eral collaboration should be part of Thailand’s 
exit strategy. For example, to place Thailand 
in a better position in the global value chain, 
continued regional commitment to developing 
transportation networks and the harmonisa-
tion of regulations is essential.  

Meanwhile, the pandemic has spurred 
tremendous growth in digitisation in various 
areas, including business, telemedicine and 
remote education. We should take this 
opportunity to expedite cooperation to con-
nect and upgrade our digital infrastructure 
and e-commerce. 

Such trends align with the Thailand 4.0 
strategy to transform the country’s economy 
into one that is technology and innovation-dri-
ven, with more value-added industries. The 
Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) lies at the 
core of this strategy and promotes invest-
ment in twelve targeted industries, such as 
next-generation automotive, smart electron-
ics, and food for the future. All of these indus-
tries bode well for job creation and economic 
dynamism in Thailand and the region, as the 
EEC has become a notable magnet drawing 
foreign investors due to its logistical facilities 
and strategic location. 

Thailand’s regional policy also advocates 
free and multilateral trade. It must be men-
tioned that the final signing of the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) last year could not have been 
achieved without the expedition of negotia-

tions over RCEP’s 20 chapters during 
Thailand’s Chairmanship of ASEAN in 2019, 
which was a huge feat. The agreement will 
widen trade and investment opportunities for 
Thai entrepreneurs to access a market of 2.2 
billion people or nearly a third of the world 
population.  

With such prospects, Thailand’s assump-
tion of the chairmanships of the Bay of 
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral, Technical 
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) from 
2021 to 2022 and of APEC in 2022 is most 
timely. It places Thailand in a unique position 
to strengthen linkages and play a construc-
tive role in designing a post-COVID econom-
ic recovery plan for regional growth that is 
sustainable and healthy.  

Under BIMSTEC, Thailand will push for 
the improvement of land and sea links to 
strengthen transport infrastructure and facili-
tate trade. One of the flagship projects is the 
1,360-kilometre trilateral highway from Tak 
Province, on Thailand’s western border, 
through Myanmar to the Indian border town 
of Moreh in Manipur State. With regard to 
maritime connectivity, Thailand plans to link 
Ranong Province on the Andaman coast to 
the port town of Krishnapatnam in India’s 
Andhra Pradesh, as an additional channel to 
promote inter-regional trade.  

As far as APEC is concerned, Thailand 
intends to move the grouping forward and 
concretise the APEC Post-2020 Vision to 
promote trade and investment. We seek to 
promote digitalisation to boost economic 
growth, and improve business inclusivity for 
all groups of the population, particularly 
women, people with disabilities, and rural 
communities. 

In this era of perpetual change, Thailand 
realises that both our inner strengths and 
international partnerships are vital if we are to 
be fully prepared for the “Next Normal” and 
be capable of harnessing external uncertain-
ties. As the year 2021 is a transition phase 
towards post COVID-19 recovery, Thailand 
looks forward to working closely with our 
international partners in making a global 
rebound and shaping a sustainable future for 
our next generation. 

Taming the Black Swan: Multilateral diplomacy  
for sustainable growth in the era of disruption 

H.E. Don Pramudwinai, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand
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Disruptions in the global supply chain brought about 
by the COVID-19 pandemic are motivating manufac-
turers to shift their production facilities to Southeast 

Asia, as the region has been able to contain local outbreaks 
quite well, compared to other regions. This has encouraged 
Thailand to roll out measures making it one of the top choic-
es for foreign investors.  

Moreover, over the past few years, labour costs in China 
are also becoming less competitive. Governmental support 
for foreign direct investment in Southeast Asia is also becom-
ing more sophisticated and attractive. Most importantly, par-
ticularly in Thailand, investors are able to capitalise from the 
numerous regional and bilateral free trade agreements that 
Thailand has concluded with its partner countries. All these 
factors are of vital importance at times when investors need 
to lower the risk of supply-chain disruptions.  The Eastern 
Economic Corridor (EEC) is also a strong competitive advan-
tage for investors in Thailand, thanks to its well-established 
and functioning supply chains, developed infrastructure, 

investment privileges and incentives, and availability of a 
skilled and affordable workforce. Moreover, the EEC Policy 
Committee is redefining target industries and strategies to 
boost opportunities to attract foreign investment. 

With an added focus on S-Curve and New S-Curve indus-
tries, the committee focuses on industries in which the EEC 
has a distinct competitive edge. There is no one-size fits all. 
Foreign investors need to dive deep into information before 
embarking on any planned relocation process. Hence, a tai-
lor-made approach is required for each industry as per its 
requirements. And this is where Thailand can make a differ-
ence, because customised service is exactly what the Board 
of Investment (BOI) can provide for its clients. 

 
Preparing the field for a wider, market outreach 

Currently, the government is eyeing measures to upgrade 
Thailand’s business environment for foreign investors. In 
order to do this, key laws will be improved or repealed to 
remove obstacles, such as capping personal income tax for 
foreigners at no more than 17%, making Thailand more 
attractive compared to other countries in the region. The 

government also aims to put Thailand on the World Bank’s 
list of top 10 countries in ease-of-doing business over the 
next few years. Recently, Thailand moved up six places to 21 
out of 190 countries in World Bank’s 2020 ranking.  

In addition, the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) Agreement signed on November 2020 by 
leaders of ASEAN countries, plus Australia, China, Japan, 
Republic of Korea and New Zealand, will benefit the region 
significantly in the post-COVID era.  

The RCEP agreement, targeted to enter into force in 
January 2022, is ASEAN’s biggest free-trade pact to date. It 
covers a market of 2.2 billion people worth $26.2 trillion or 
30% of the world’s GDP.  According to Thailand’s Department 
of Trade Negotiations, the country will benefit from lower 
trade barriers on industrial and agricultural goods, reduction 
of tariffs, expansion of market access in RCEP members 
states, strength of supply chain connectivity as well as RCEP’s 
favourable rules of origin.  

The agreement will enable significant growth in trade 
among RCEP members. In 2019, Thailand’s total trade flow 
between RCEP members accounted for 56.9% of its imports-
exports. The pact will also make Thailand a preferred manu-
facturing base in Asia. RCEP supports strategies where busi-
nesses set up production facilities for their supply chain in 
several countries to diversify risk caused by disruption and to 
become more competitive.  

 
Favourable Incentives for Investment 

Duangjai Asawachintachit, Secretary-General of the 
Board of Investment (BOI), explained that Thailand has 
strong supply chains in several industries, especially food, 
automotive, electronics/electrical appliances and medical 
supplies. Moreover, upgraded investment incentives are a 
major factor that attract investors to the Kingdom. 

In December 2020, BOI approved a series of measures to 
accelerate investment, particularly in target industries, and to 
encourage businesses to adopt digital technology.  The pack-
age promoting large-scale projects was designed to boost 
investment in the post-COVID-19 period. 

Under measures to accelerate investment in target indus-
tries, projects with realised investments of at least THB100 
billion ($33 million) within 12 months from the promotion 
certificate issuance, will be eligible for an additional 50% cor-
porate income tax (CIT) deduction over a period of five years, 
over and above the standard five to eight years of CIT 
exemption. Qualified projects have between January 4 and 
the last working day of 2021 to submit their application.  

The electronics industry, particularly, is flourishing thanks 
to an increase in investments in IT infrastructure to support 
continuous adoption of advanced technology, including Big 
Data and 5G. Thailand is the first country in Southeast Asia to 
commercialise 5G technology. 

Between July 2018 and September 2020, 170 foreign 
direct investment applications were submitted to the BOI 
with investment adding up to about THB1 billion ($3.3 bil-
lion). Most of the investors hailed from China, Taiwan and 
Hong Kong, who wanted to shift their production facilities 
for smart electronics, auto parts and metal products to 
Thailand.  Kriangkrai Thianukul, vice president of the 
Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), said meetings with 
investors from Japan, the US and Europe earlier this year 
revealed that many companies were planning to move out 
of China to cut down on future risks. Thailand is among the 
top choices in Southeast Asia because it has several seaports 
and geographically stands at the heart of the region.  Jitti 
Tangsithpakdi, president of the Thai-Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce, told Nikkei Asia that Chinese investment has 

flooded into Thailand over the past two years, as investors 
seeking to avoid higher US tariffs were attracted by 
Thailand’s policy to attract Chinese businesses.  

 
An eye on switching bases 

Japanese investors have for decades been the top foreign 
investor in Thailand, and the Japanese government contin-
ues to support their business people to establish production 
bases in the Southeast Asian country. The Japan External 
Trade Organisation (JETRO) also says that that several 
Japanese manufacturers have received financial support 
from their country’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 
(METI) to relocate production facilities to Thailand. In April 
2020, Japan earmarked a $2.2 billion economic stimulus 
package to help its manufacturers move out of China as the 
COVID-19 pandemic disrupted supply chains. Among them 
are Amtech, San Alloy, Nadaka, Nikkiso, NikkiFrom, and Riki. 

However, a report from Mitsui & Co Global Strategic 
Studies Institute shows that direct investment from China 
has been increasing steadily since the second half of 2018, 
especially in the manufacturing sector.  

American technology firms like Apple, Google and 
Microsoft are also looking to move some hardware produc-
tion facilities from China to other countries, including 
Thailand and Vietnam. Nikkei reported that Google has 
asked a manufacturing partner in Thailand to prepare pro-
duction lines for its smart-home products, such as voice 
assistant-enabled speakers. Other big companies that have 
relocated to Thailand include Casio Computers, Daikin 
Industries, Sony, Sharp and Delta Electronics. 

 
Capitalising on opportunity 

Industrial estate developers are also making moves to tap 
the growing demand. The Industrial Estate Authority of 
Thailand (IEAT) is planning to invest THB800 million ($26.7 
million) to build the first phase of Smart Park Industrial Estate 
in 2021, which is scheduled for completion by 2024. The 
authority will also accelerate the adoption of 5G technology 
at all its five industrial estates, namely Map Ta Phut, Laem 
Chabang, Bang Pu, Lat Krabang, and the Northern Region 
Industrial Estate in Lamphun. Over the next three years, 5G 
will significantly transform the manufacturing process into a 
digital platform mainly controlled by the use of robots and 
automation. 

In addition, the IEAT board of directors approved a pro-
posal from private firms to establish three new industrial 
estates in the EEC area worth a total investment of over 
THB80 billion ($2.7 billion). These projects include the 2,000-
rai (790-acre) Rojana Industrial Estate and 2,600-rai (1,028-
acre) Asia Clean Industrial Estate, which are both in Chon 
Buri, as well as the 650-rai (258-acre) Egco Industrial Estate in 
Rayong. In mid-October 2020, WHA Group, one of Thailand’s 
leading providers of integrated logistics and industrial facili-
ties, introduced its first e-commerce park to enhance logis-
tics in the EEC area. Covering an area of more than 200,000 
square metres in Chachoengsao’s Bang Pakong district, it has 
been designed as a smart park equipped with top technolo-
gy including automated loading doors, robotics and logistics 
solutions to facilitate distribution and online trading services. 

The bar has been set high for any government wanting to 
attract foreign direct investment due to the new black swans 
of the century such as trade wars and a pandemic of unpre-
dented scales...but it appears Thailand has thought ahead of 
its time, and is prepared for any unknown disruptions ahead, 
come what may. Any keen investor looking to come to 
Southeast Asia should definitely look this way.  

Pandemic or not, Thailand remains  
all-time favourite regional business base
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Thailand launched 1st AZ factory, Siam Bioscience

The first 1.8 million doses of AstraZeneca’s 
COVID-19 vaccine locally produced by 
Siam Bioscience, were delivered to the 

Ministry of Public Health of Thailand on 4 June 
2021, the first of six million doses scheduled for 
delivery this month. They were received at a cer-
emony chaired by Health Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul and senior officials. 

The vaccine produced by Siam Bioscience 
was absolutely in line with quality standards, as 
confirmed by lab tests in USA, UK and Thailand. 
The production is expected to be delivered on 
track as the Ministry of Health is working closely 
with the Department of Disease Control in 
updating the amount of production per week. 

Siam Bioscience Co., Ltd. is the royal initia-
tive to combat diseases and pandemics with 

advanced biotechnologies. The Company is the 
first manufacturer of high-technology biophar-
maceutical products in Southeast Asia that 
completes the whole process of medicine man-
ufacturing domestically from the R&D to the 
packaging without the import of pharmaceutical 
raw materials, reducing the medicine price pro-
duced locally in Thailand for 30% - 40% of the 
imported medicine price. The Company has 
succeeded in producing and commercializing 
its first product, erythropoietin (EPO) which is 
used to treat chronic renal failure patients and 
the second product, the filgrastim (GCSF), for 
cancer patients. Both of these medicines are 
manufactured using state-of-the-art biotechnol-
ogy and provide effective treatments with low 
side effects.  

In these challenging times of COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Company has taken the bigger role in 
health. The Company, with cooperation from 
AstraZeneca and Thailand’s Ministry of Public 
Health, is currently providing service to Thai 
people and world population in combatting the 
COVID-19 global pandemic as the manufacturer 
of AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine for the 
Southeast Asia.  

Siam Bioscience has achieved its first delivery 
of 1.8 mill ion doses locally-produced 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine and starts the 
vaccine distribution to other countries in the 
region in July 2021. The position reaffirms the 
strength of Thailand as the medical hub of the 
region that is well-equipped with high biotechnol-
ogy, pharmaceutical advancement and effective 

pandemic control and reflects Thailand’s sustain-
ability in health issues of the challenging world in 
the future. 

With world-class quality standards in place, 
alongside consistent operational excellence, 
Siam Bioscience’s plants have achieved multiple 
international accreditations, including PIC/S 
GMP, ISO9001, ISO17025 and ISO13485. Siam 
Bioscience is also a trusted and valued manufac-
turer of medicines and medical diagnostic kits for 
various organisations, at home and abroad. Siam 
Bioscience, in collaboration with the Department 
of Medical Sciences, Ministry of Public Health of 
Thailand, has supplied more than 100,000 RT-
PCR COVID-19 kits (WHO’s gold standard for 
COVID testing) to various government entities to 
use for their own domestic tests.

On 14 June, 2021, Thailand began to conduct a 
clinical test of its locally developed COVID-19 
vaccine with humans. The vaccine has been 

developed under the lead of medical professor Kiat 
Ruxrungtham, the Director of the Vaccine Research 
Center of Chulalongkorn University’s Faculty of 
Medicine. 

Seventy-two volunteers, aged between 18 and 75 
years old, have undergone the first phase of the clin-
ical test on the Chula-Cov19 vaccine which has been 
designed to build the human body’s immunity to 
the coronavirus. Another 150-300 volunteers were 
set to start the second phase of the clinical test on 
the Chula-Cov19 vaccine, which has been scheduled 
for August 2021. The second phase of the clinical 
test had been earlier tested on mice and macaques 
and the results had been satisfactory. 

Chula-Cov19 is the mRNA vaccine, using the same 
technique as Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna. The 
beauty of mRNA vaccines is that they are quicker to 
produce and can be made on large scales, which 
reduces the cost in the long run. These vaccines use 
small pieces of genetic material — mRNA — to tell 
cells to make specific viral proteins, such as the spike 
protein that SARS-CoV-2 uses to enter host cells. 
They can be developed rapidly using information 
about a virus’s genomic sequence, which means that 
there is no need to wait until emerging variants enter 
Thailand to begin developing vaccines against them. 

One special feature of Chula-Cov19 is that it can 
be kept at the temperature of 2-8 C for at least three 
months and under the temperature of 25 C for at 

least 2 weeks, making it very convenient to trans-
port to use outside the city. 

After the phase 1 clinical trials on people, the 
Center will start developing next-generation vac-
cines against the B.1.351 (South African variant) and 
B.1.1.7 (UK Variant) variants of the virus. The Center 
will also keep a close eye on B.1.617, which first 

emerged in India.   
If the Chula-Cov19 vaccine is finally proven as 

capable of inducing such immunity in humans, the 

Center is hoping that its manufacturing in a quanti-
tative volume for use with people might probably 
get started by the middle of next year. 

Thailand’s self-developed COVID-19 vaccine started human trials

Professor Kiat Ruxrungtham, the Director of the Vaccine Research Center of Chulalongkorn University’s Faculty 
of Medicine.



4
MONDAY, JUNE 28, 2021

Bangkok Hospital is a special-
ized tertiary care provider 
with a distinguished history. 

We have been providing care for 
the people of Thailand and 
International patients for nearly 
fifty years.  

From the goal of continuously 
improving medical care for 
patients combined with the quali-
tative measures to cope with 
COVID-19 pandemic which contin-
ues to spread across the world, 
Bangkok Hospital Headquarters is 
committed to treat patients to the 
best of our ability and strive to sat-
isfy not only in medical outcome 
but also in customer satisfaction.  

Dr Matinee Maipang, Deputy 
CEO - Group 1 and Hospital 
Director- Bangkok Hospital 
Headquarters, Thailand said; “At 
Bangkok Hospital Headquarters, 
we welcome all International 
patients to our world-class med-
ical services with Thai hospitality. 
We aim to enhance the efficiency 

and effectiveness of all medical 
services to achieve the highest 
standard of medical excellence. 
This will be achieved by develop-
ing hospital services to include 
the treatment of all diseases to 
meet the standards provided by 
Joint Commission International 
(JCI), the leading authority on 
assessing the safety and compe-
tence of International hospitals 
and supported by collaboration 
with leading medical institutions 

around the world.   
During COVID-19 situation, 

Bangkok Hospital is strictly con-
cerned with the safety of all 
patients and visitors who visit 
Bangkok Hospital during the 
pandemic.  

We are ready to provide a full 
range of medical services, extend-
ing from visit arrangement, med-
ical evacuation, hospital quaran-
tine, treatment to repatriation and 
more. We also provide a consulta-
tion service through “My B+ 
Application” (Tele-consultation) 
which will help patients save time 
and allow to make an appoint-
ment, consult with specialists via 
Tele-consultation or check latest 
lab tests.  

International patients can rest 
assured that our team in Bangkok 
Hospital Headquarters will serve at 
the highest standard of medical 
treatment to achieve optimal out-
come and provide any assistance 
needed with a Thai smile.”

Bangkok Hospital, world-class medical services

Matinee Maipang, MD and 
Deputy CEO, Bangkok Hospital

Pharmacist Artirat Charukitpipat, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Bumrungrad International Hospital 

revealed that, since first commencing 
operations on 17th  September, 1980, 
Thais and people from all over the world 
have sought care at Bumrungrad 
International Hospital.  Over the course of 
these past 40 years, caring for our patients 
has been at the heart of the hospital’s mis-
sion, and what we focus on always. On 
11th  August, 2020, Bumrungrad is the 
first hospital in the world to receive Global 
Healthcare Accreditation’s COVID-19 certi-
fication, indicating the hospital’s modern 
compliance with international health & 
safety standards in serving medical 
tourists. 

Throughout its four decades, 
Bumrungrad Hospital has worked in a col-
laborative manner between our doctors 
and multidisciplinary specialists because 
private doctors alone are unable to care 
for their patients with maximum efficien-
cy.  Luckily, we have a most efficient team 
of specialist doctors, like neurologists, car-
diologists, obstetricians, oncologists, and 
specialist nurses, like ER nurses, neo-natal 
nurses, cardiac nurses, and orthopedic 
nurses.  We have over 100 pharmacists 
who specialize in fields such as oncology 
or emergency medicine.  In addition, we 
have physical therapists, nutritionists, 
medical technicians, and other specialists. 
Another 4,800 people collaborate to rap-
idly and efficiently care for our patients 
around the clock.   

Additionally, Bumrungrad uses the lat-
est technology to increase the efficiency 
and standard of care delivered to our 

patients in order to increase our medical 
specialty capacity and ability to treat com-
plex cases, enabling our patients to expe-
rience the best outcomes possible.  For 
example, the Robotic Surgery Center 
helps surgeons perform intricate surgery 
of the vital organs in delicate or complex 
cases.  Usually, robotic surgery is called for 
when traditional instruments would make 
accessing the surgical site difficult or dan-
gerous.  In these cases, robotic arms can 
help increase the quality of surgical out-
comes.  Furthermore, Bumrungrad is a 
leader in the use of advanced medical 
technology, such as IBM Watson for 
Oncology, for making targeted case-
based treatment plans for cancer patients.  
Thus, enabling Bumrungrad Hospital to 
successfully collaborate to selflessly look 
after our patients and leverage technolo-
gy as appropriate - giving our more than 
1.1 million Thai and international patients 
the confidence they need to make 

Bumrungrad their medical destination 
of choice.   

This year is considered another very 
challenging year.  During the COVID-19 
pandemic onset, every sector was con-
cerned and turned to medical people with 
hope. As a leading private hospital, we 
were forced to move faster than usual, 
faster than any other industry.  We need to 
accept changes, dare to think outside the 
box with patient safety at the forefront, try 
new things and make quick decisions. 
Organizations must make preparations in 
terms of employees, innovation, organiza-
tional learning, and technology - includ-
ing increasing service levels commensu-
rate with the new normal and customer 
behavior - for example managing space to 
create social distance to reduce the risk of 
contagion, and implementing tele-con-
sultation, home healthcare services, like 
the Bumrungrad @Home Service Center 
or “60 Second Service,” which provides 
basic healthcare, like vaccination or pre-
scription pick-ups.  Such services are easy 
and safest to use and address the problem 
of shifting social behavior patterns.  This is 
the way all organizations will need to 
adapt in order to move forward into the 
next normal. 

The COVID-19 situation in Thailand has 
been eased with the country ranked first 
in Asia on the Global COVID-19 Index 
(GCI) among 184 countries based on each 
country’s recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic. Known to be one of the world’s 
most efficient in mitigating the pandemic 
situation, Thailand has boosted traveler’s 
confidence. Thus, it is an opportunity to 
highlight medical and wellness tourism 

during post COVID-19 to international 
patients under safe guidelines. As well as 
to inform Thailand’s medical tourism pro-
motion efforts that  are aimed at stimulat-
ing the country’s economy while helping 
those in need. 

According to a medical hub meeting 
report on medical tourism in 2018, 3.4 
million visits by international patients 
generated more than 1.4 billion Baht in 
revenue for the country. Thailand features 
as many as 68 health care facilities with 
JCI quality standard endorsement, the 
highest number in ASEAN. This of course 
reflects Thailand’s competitive advantage 
as a medical hub, a complement to 
national policy. The top five countries of 
origin of the international patients seek-
ing medical care in Thailand are the 
Middle East 12.5%, Myanmar 8.7%, the US 
6.2%, the UK 5% and Japan 4.9%, respec-
tively. 2021 will be an important time for 
the Thai medical and public health com-

munity to take a big step forward.  The 
COVID-19 pandemic reflects the spirit of 
Thai doctors, public hospitals and private 
hospitals in their best efforts to take care 
of Thai people, keeping them safe from 
the COVID-19 infection or treating those 
infected helping them on their way to 
fast recovery. They all play a part in get-
ting the country through this crisis, con-
firming that there is an opportunity to 
rise above a crisis as Thailand stands out 
in terms of medical care. This definitely 
adds to its reputation in medical tourism, 
promoting its progress towards becom-
ing an international medical hub. 
Thailand’s advantages also lie in hospital 
quality, the expertise of Thai doctors, and 
the lower medical care costs, by 40-75% 
compared to the US or by about 30% 
compared to Singapore, with comparable 
standards. The medical fee component is 
obviously an important factor in the 
global medical hub competition.

Bumrungrad to put Thailand in the forefront of medical tourism 

Artirat Charukitpipat, CEO, Bumrungrad 
International Hospital

Piyavate Hospital is a private JCI 
accredited tertiary care hospi-
tal located in the heart of 

Bangkok, Thailand. We are one of the 
best frontline international private 
hospitals, providing a quality care to 
our patients since 1993. The 26-storey 
hospital has continually developed 
the expertise of its health care and 
wide range of specialized services. 

Piyavate Hospital is renowned for 
providing quality medical services to 
international patients. Always mak-
ing sure patients receive quality 
health care service, excellent medical 
treatment with reasonable cost in a 
congenial atmosphere. 

The hospital's mission is to main-
tain each of its centers of excellence 
as a world leader in its area of med-
ical specialization, such as women's 
health and heart health. In that way, 
the hospital can provide its patients 
from Thailand and around the globe 
with the most appropriate medical 
solutions to their problems and the 
most satisfactory results. We have 
more than 20 medical departments 
for the specialized doctors such as 
our DM Foot Centre, Internal 
Medicine, Surgery, Orthopedics, 
Pediatrics, OB- GYN and Robotic 
Rehabilitation. 

With the COVID-19 situation and 
health protocol, we have provided 
Alternative Hospital Quarantine 7-10 
days upon arrival; urgent medical 
treatment will start after the first 
undetectable RT-PCR COVID-19 swab 
test, and is provided by our medical 
staff with Personal Protective 
Equipment Protective.  

Other services such as: 
Telemedicine-pre consultation prior 
to arrival and during quarantine; and 
Family Conference are regularly 

organized with the whole medical 
team in order to discuss concerns, 
treatment progress, and further treat-
ment plan and educate them on how 
to correctly take care of the patients 
in the recovery period.  

Most Piyavate patients who come 
from Kuwait mainly have a problem 
of diabetic foot. Foot problems are a 
major cause of morbidity in people 
with diabetes. According to WHO, 
the rates of amputation in people 
diagnosed with DM are 10 to 20 
times of those of non-diabetic peo-
ple. As such, patients with DM 
require unique foot care to avoid 
amputation.  

We are composed of multidiscipli-
nary team composed of endocrinolo-
gist, cardiologist, infectious disease 
specialist, nephrologist, and rehabili-
tation medicine together with 
wound specialists-vascular, plastic 
and reconstructive surgeon, orthope-
dic surgeon and podiatrist who dedi-
cates to give all patients the best 
quality of life by providing medical 
treatment through holistic approach. 
We dedicate to not only cure illnesses 
but also heal the people, other med-
ical staffs including nurses and inter-

national nurse coordinators are part 
of the team to provide the best care 
for patients and treat them as our 
own family, while they feel the most 
comforting experience during treat-
ment. Piyavate ensures that treat-
ments provided are up to date and 
beneficial for the patient. Specialized 
and experienced ophthalmologists 
providing comprehensive eye-relat-
ed diagnostic and treatment for 
patients.  

A good circulation and oxygena-
tion is necessary to build and repair 
damaged blood vessels and triggers 
collagen growth which leads to heal-
ing, thus Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy 
is a must for all patients. Renal prob-
lems are taken cared by our nephrol-
ogist and a spacious hemodialysis 
center located in the hospital. 

Imaging studies has been easier 
through the use of advance technol-
ogy with our high speed computed 
tomography (CT Scan 64 slices and 

our new 1.5 tesla Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (MRI) diagnostic 
device with Artificial intelligence 
technology to reduce the examina-
tion time and can check pictures in 
detail and free from radiation expo-
sure. Our Heart center has 3D 
echocardiography, cardiac catheteri-
zation laboratory, exercise stress test 
and high-speed Multi-Detector Spiral 
CT (MDCT) for quick diagnosis and 
modern treatments innovation. 

Advance wound care is managed 
by our wound experts using ultrason-
ic machine and providing daily 
debridement, vacuum dressing, skin 
graft and skin flap while controlling 
blood sugar by endocrinologist and 
bone and systemic infection by our 
orthopedist/podiatrist and infectious 
specialist. 

Our team also keep the patients 
active daily through the help of our 
physical therapists following 
Rehabilitation programs  such as 

physiotherapy, occupational therapy 
and ambulation training gait training 
with our Cyberdyne Robotic equip-
ment in our “Robotic Rehabilitation 
Center”, for patients with neurologi-
cal diseases with debilitating symp-
toms and abnormal movements that 
affect walking and balance. 

“Diabetes, heart and hypertension 
are all factors that affects the wound. 
Thus, it is not only about one specific 
doctor who can cure the wound 
when it comes to diabetic wound. We 
need to do it as a team, collaboration 
is the key. Cardiologist has to look 
after the heart controlling the blood 
pressure. Endocrinologist has to con-
trol blood sugar. Vascular has to give 
good blood circulation in the affect-
ed area. Beside a good teamwork, 
technology of modern medical 
equipment is also taking a main role 
to heal the wound faster is 
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy. Other 
advanced wound treatments are vac-

uum dressing or cell therapy as well. 
Now we know that chronic diabetic 
wound is very hard to cure, it will be 
completely healed, if we can treat the 
main cause. Always keep in mind that 
we work as a team-all doctors collab-
orate and assist each other as a team, 
in order that final result can meet the 
most optimal outcome.” – Dr. 
Chakarin Suchakaro (Plastic and 
reconstructive surgeon) 

In Piyavate Hospital, we believe 
that communication is the most 
important factor in providing health 
care particularly to patients coming 
from different countries with different 
languages. We care not only for the 
patient but also the family members 
and main caregivers, realizing they are 
the key to the treatment’s  success. 
Therefore, we dedicate our time to 
constantly communicate with family 
members and caregivers through our 
telemedicine and family conference. 

“As we care for you, like family.” 

Piyavate Hospital, we care for you like family 

Chareong Chadrakamol, M. D. 
President, Piyavate Hospital
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Thailand, one of the world’s most 
popular destinations for global and 
regional travellers, is gearing-up to 

welcome travellers from Kuwait and the 
region to experience world-class spas, 
health and wellbeing destinations as well 
as stunning beaches and secluded tropi-
cal islands dotted across the Kingdom. In 
addition, travellers in search of cultural 
handicrafts, gifts and souvenirs are invit-
ed to head to Thailand’s popular night 
markets, floating shopping experiences 
and boutiques.  

With Thailand now open to visitors 
from Kuwait and the Middle East region, 
while the island of Phuket is planning to 
welcome vaccinated tourists to Phuket 
without the need to quarantine from 1 
July, 2021 and Krabi, PhangNga, KoSamui, 
Pattaya and Chiang Mai from October 
2021, Tourism Authority of Thailand has 
highlighted the top spa, wellness and 
shopping experiences when in Thailand. 

 
Relax and rejuvenate  

Thailand is an ideal destination for 

travellers seeking to rest, rejuvenate and 
reinvigorate mind, body and soul. Home 
to pristine beaches, tranquil islands and 
thousands of luxury spas, world-class 
wellbeing centres, as well as some of the 
world’s leading wellness therapists, the 
Land of Smiles offers something for 
everyone! In addition to spa and wellbe-
ing, the destination is famed for its med-
ical tourism credentials, visitors travelling 
to the Kingdom for medical purposes are 
able to seek the treatment they require.  

Wellness tourism is on the rise as trav-
ellers seek to integrate physical and 
mental well-being as part of their travel 
experience and the pandemic has made 
it an essential element of the travel 
experience. Thailand is globally recog-
nized one of the top health and wellness 
destinations globally and ranked 17th 
overall according to the Medical Tourism 
Association, using traditional as well as 
modern techniques to promote wellbe-
ing. Traditional Thai massage, Nuad Thai, 
is considered part of the art, science and 

culture of Thai healthcare that rebal-
ances the body, and listed as an UNESCO 
‘intangible cultural heritage’ and is a top 
experience for all visitors. 

Thailand is home to over 1,400 
islands, each offering a variety of unique 
experiences. Wellness seekers can enjoy 
upscale hospitality in one of the many 
luxury resorts or head to a luxury spa for 
an all-encompassing wellness experi-
ence at RAKxa to the south of Bangkok. 
Recently opened in December 2021, the 
60-room boutique retreat is the first of 
its kind in Thailand and provides a per-
sonalised programme, including physi-
cal, emotional, mental and spiritual 
treatments for a transformative experi-
ence. Or why not head to famed global 
wellness destination Phuket Cleanse for 
a quarantine-free health boosting vaca-
tion? 

 
Shop till you drop  

In addition to its stunning islands, 
Thailand is renowned for its hundreds 

of night markets, floating markets and 
boutiques where visitors can purchase 
a range of handicrafts, gifts, perfumes 
and clothes. One of the best known is 
the Phuket  Weekend Market ,  the 
largest night market on the island. 
From Thai silks to wooden handicrafts 
as well as fine jewellery and great local 
food, the market is a great place for 
visitors to explore and experience the 
local charm of the island. 

 
Exotic flavours 

Thailand is known globally for great 
food and a variety of dining options, 
from street food to fine dining, with 
endless lunch and dinner possibilities. 
The Thai  Massaman curr y is  one of 
Thailand’s most popular and traditional 
dishes, and known as the “the king of 
curries”. Recognized as the number one 
dish in “The World’s 50 Best Foods” list 
by CNN Travel, this pungent coconut-
based meat curry is spicy, sweet, and 
savoury, and incorporates a variety of 

spices and local ingredients.  Other 
world-renowned s ignature dishes 
include Pad Thai rice noodle stir-fry, 
Tom Yum Goong spicy shrimp soup and 
del ic ious Som Tam chi l l i  infused 
papaya salad among many other 
delights.  

 
Safety is at the heart 
of travel in Thailand  

In May 2020, Thailand introduced 
t h e  ‘Am a z i n g  Th a i l a n d  S a fe t y  a n d 
Health Administration: SHA’ certifica-
tion elevating the country’s tourism 
industry standards and resulting in 
over 8,000 businesses from various 
regions in Thailand passing the SHA 
assessment and receiving the certifi-
cat ion.  The SHA cer t i f icat ion pro -
gramme has now been certified to be 
o n  p a r  w i t h  t h e  Wo r l d  Tr ave l  a n d 
Tourism Council  W T TC Safe Travels 
global health and hygiene standard-
ised protocols.

Thailand gears up to welcome tourists from Kuwait 

T
hailand plans to fully reopen to 
foreign visitors in 120 days and 
give at least one dose of vaccine 

to the majority of residents by early 
October, General Prayut Chan-o-cha, 
Prime Minister of Thailand announced.  

The Tourism Authority of Thailand’s 
(TAT) roadmap to reopen six major 
tourist provinces, to foreign tourists who 
have received two doses of their 
COVID-19 vaccine is going ahead as 
scheduled in line with the country’s 
COVID-19 vaccination timeline. 

The Kingdom will implement a 
phased approach, with Phuket being 
the first destination to lift quarantine 
requirements for vaccinated internation-
al travellers from 1 July 2021, followed 
by Krabi, PhangNga, Surat Thani 
(KoSamui), Chon Buri (Pattaya) and 
Chiang Maiin the fourth quarter of the 
year. A vaccination programme is also 
underway to achieve herd immunity for 
70% of Phuket’s population. Visitors 
wanting to explore Thailand from 

Phuket will need to remain in Phuket for 
14 consecutive nights without quaran-
tine before travelling to designated des-
tinations. 

PichayaSaisaengchan, Director of 
the Tourism Authority of Thailand for 
Dubai and the Middle East, comment-
ed, “Despite the challenges of the pan-
demic, Thailand has taken strides to 
inspire confidence and ensure readi-
ness to welcome back travellers from 
the Middle East. At the start of the 
pandemic, the Tourism Authority of 
Thailand collaborated with the public 
and private sector partners to intro-
duce the ‘Amazing Thailand Safety 
and Health Administration: SHA’ certifi-
cation to elevate the country’s tourism 
industry standards with over 8,000 
businesses receiving the certification. 
The programme has been certified to 
be on par with the World Travel and 
Tourism Council WTTC Safe Travels 
global health and hygiene standard-
ised protocols. 

The next phase of Thailand’s 
reopening will enable travellers to visit 
the designated destinations directly 
without the need to quarantine – they 
would require to spend fourteen con-
secutive nights at the designated desti-
nations before travelling to other desti-
nations across Thailand. 

Thailand started the preliminary vac-
cination programme in late February 
with the first 200,000 doses of COVID-
19 vaccine from Sinovac and 117,000 
doses from AstraZeneca. The inocula-
tion project continued with 800,000 
more doses of Sinovac vaccine in 
March and one million more in April. 

Nationwide, the government is striv-
ing to efficiently administer the COVID-
19 situation and acquire additional vac-
cines to reach the target of 100 million 
doses to vaccinate 50 million people 
across Thailand by the end of the year. 

The government expects the nation-
wide vaccine rollout to complete within 
four to seven months, or between 

September and December, 2021. 
With the vaccination programme 

going ahead as planned, Thailand’s 
reopening roadmap will also go ahead 
as scheduled. Apart from Phuket, Krabi, 
PhangNga, Surat Thani (KoSamui), 
Chon Buri (Pattaya) and Chiang Mai, 
other destinations in the reopening 
pipeline include Bangkok, Phetchaburi, 
and PrachuapKhiri Khan (Hua Hin). 
For more information, visit 
www.TourismThailand.org 
 

About Tourism Authority of Thailand: 

The Tourism Authority of Thailand 
(TAT) was established on 18 March 
1960. TAT was the first organisation in 
Thailand to be specifically responsible 
for the promotion of tourism. TAT sup-
plies information and data on tourist 
areas to the public and publicises 
Thailand with the intention of encour-
aging both Thai and international 
tourists to travel in and around 
Thailand. 

Thailand reopening roadmap goes  
ahead amid COVID-19 vaccine rollout

Pichaya Saisaengchan, Director of 
the Tourism Authority of Thailand for 
Dubai and the Middle East.
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From the Eastern Seaboard to the 
Eastern Economic Corridor. Thailand 
has long benefited from its strategic 

location at the heart of mainland Southeast 
Asia to drive its economic development. 
During the 1980s, the Thai government initi-
ated the “Eastern Seaboard” project, to fast 
track national economic development and 
promote growth of industry, manufacturing, 
and exports. The Eastern Seaboard went on 
to become one of the region’s resounding 
success stories, resulting in large foreign 
investments in the automotive industry, 
manufacturing, petrochemical and heavy 
industries at Map Ta Phut, as well as logistics 
and shipping at LaemChabang. Between the 
1990s and 2000s, Thailand’s exports grew 
from $30 billion to 70 billion, mainly to 
Southeast Asia, Japan, Europe and the US. 

The start of the 21st century has been 
marked by a dramatic shift in the global eco-
nomic landscape: The rapid rise of China and 
India, and the emergence of mainland 
Southeast Asia as an investment destination. 
To capitalize on this reality, the Thai govern-
ment initiated the EEC, building upon the 
success of the Eastern Seaboard, with the 
vision of creating a next-generation “growth 
area” to realise the “Thailand 4.0” strategy to 
promote sustainable economic growth 
based on the so-called “New S-Curve” indus-
tries with research, innovation, and the digi-
tal economy at their core. The EEC project 
includes three main activities: 

 Upgrading of Thailand’s transport and 
logistics infrastructure in order to provide a 
solid connectivity platform to link the EEC 
region with markets of the Asia-Pacific, the 
Indian Ocean Rim, and beyond. 

 Establishing areas of concentration for 
investments in the “New S-Curve” industries, 
such as “EECi” to promote innovation, and 
“EECd” to promote the digital economy. A 
new EEC Office has been established to facil-
itate investments and provide novel incen-
tives in addition to those offered by the 
Board of Investment (BOI). 

 Creating areas for sustainable economic 
and social development through the use of 
new and environmentally-friendly technolo-
gies to enhance quality of life. 

A number of major global firms have 
established and expanded investments in 
the EEC area to take profit from the new 
incentives under the EEC Act with new rules 
on land ownership to generous tax and non-
tax measures. Since its launch in 2016, the 
EEC has already attracted over $53 billion of 
investment promotion applications. 

 
New Infrastructure for New industries 
The highlight of EEC plans for upgrading 

transportation and logistics infrastructure 
are the three “flagship” infrastructure 
megaprojects: 

 High-Speed Rail linking Bangkok’s inter-
national airports at Don Mueang and 

Suvarnabhumi with the emerging aerospace 
hub at U-Tapao International Airport. 
Construction by a consortium of Thai, 
Chinese and Japanese contractors will soon 
start. When completed by 2025, this will 
seamlessly link Bangkok with the future 
“Aerotropolis” at U-Tapao 

 Upgrading of the Laem Cha Bang deep 
sea port (Phase 3) to handle cargo capacity 
of 18.1 million TEU a year using the automat-
ed system and advanced full-scale services 

 Developing U-Tapao International 
Airport and its “Aerotropolis” where invest-
ments in aerospace and aviation related 
industries are promoted. The Thai govern-
ment has been in discussions with major 
international aerospace firms to develop air-
craft maintenance and related facilities. 

This $650 billion upgrade is being under-
taken through public-private partnership, 
and will support the EEC’s vision of becom-
ing ASEAN technological, manufacturing 
and service hub with strong connectivity to 
its neighbours, the ASEAN region, and 
beyond. 

 
Smart Industries, Smart Cities 

The EEC aims to bring innovation to 
improve the quality of living, through “7 

Smarts” solutions - Smart Mobility, Smart 
People, Smart Living, Smart Economy, Smart 
Governance, Smart Energy and Smart 
Environment. The overall plan is to create a 
“Livable Smart City” for its residents and 
investors where technological integration, 
low carbon emission, a circular economy, 
and access to good public healthcare and 
education will not only create an environ-
ment suited for innovation, but also for sus-
tainable living. 

The EEC’s plans to create a hub for inno-
vation (EECi) is already taking shape in 
Wang Chan Valley, with the creation of a 
world class international research institu-
tion - KVIS. It is envisioned that the Valley 
will be the core for the development of the 
region’s smart living environment. 

The Digital Park Thailand (EECd) is also 
moving ahead after Thailand’s 5G spectrum 
auction was settled in February 2020. This 
will spearhead the country’s adoption of 5G 
as Thailand aims to be the first ASEAN 
country to harness such technology, and 
support the country’s digital technology 
development while aiming to attract digital 
businesses, particularly e-commerce and 
related logistics services. 

One very relevant area for future devel-
opment is biomedicine, which will comple-
ment Thailand’s strong public health sys-
tem, ranked 6th in the 2019 World Health 
Care Index. It is foreseen that the EEC will 
further develop research and development 
capabilities in genomic science through the 

new ambitious venture “Genomics 
Thailand” genome sequencing center, and 
advance Thailand’s role as the region’s 
medical hub. 

With 2 million skilled workers already in 
the EEC area, the Thai government aims to 
further enhance the productivity of its 
workforce to be ready for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (4IR), by promoting 
cooperation with foreign partners, such as 
Carnegie Mellon University (USA), Les 
Roches Institute (Switzerland), Pearson 
Education (UK) and Kosen College (Japan) 
to develop international-standard curricu-
lum to reskill and upskill laborers to meet 
the needs of the industries. 

 
Southeast Asia’s New Engine of Growth 

The Asia-Pacific, and Southeast Asia in 
particular, is expected to continue its rising 
trajectory in the coming decades. Being one 
of the world’s most connected regions, it is 
well suited to take advantage of new oppor-
tunities emanating from the growth of the 
digital economy and e-commerce. Thailand’s 
EEC project is envisioned as Southeast Asia’s 
hub for the new growth industries of the 
future, while providing an environment sup-
portive of innovation and manufacture of 
the new products of the future. With plans 
for new infrastructure and new incentives to 
support further investments, the EEC will be 
the most attractive area in which to invest 
and do business for those with a future-
looking perspective.

Thailand Eastern Economic Corridor: 
Southeast Asia’s new engine of growth

Thailand’s Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) is 
arguably the most ambitious connectivity project in 

mainland Southeast Asia, and has the potential to 
connect the Asia-Pacific region with the Indian Ocean 

Rim and beyond.

Thailand has opted for the Bio-Circular-Green Economy 
Model (BCG) that aims to use natural assets more effi-
ciently with least impact on the environment as possi-

ble. BCG applies a whole of society approach—where the 
government, private sector, academia, and society, collec-
tively implement this principle, eventually putting Thailand 
on track to building back a healthier, greener and more 
inclusive economy as the pandemic subsides. Thailand’s 
strategic areas for the BCG model are based on her econom-
ic foundation and strengths namely, food and agriculture; 
medical and wellness; energy, material, biochemical; 
tourism and creative economy. 
 

BCG Roadmap 
Efforts to promote BCG at the policy level have been 

underway since last October with the establishment of two 
BCG committees. These are the BCG Policy Board of 
Directors, chaired by the Prime Minister; and the BCG Model 
Implementation Committee, chaired by the Minister of 
Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation, and 
tasked with designing action plans to implement the BCG 
model. BCG was subsequently adopted as part of Thailand’s 
national agenda since January this year. 

Thailand’s four strategic areas for the BCG model are 
based on her economic foundation and strengths namely, 
(1) food and agriculture; (2) medical and wellness; (3) ener-
gy, material, and biochemicals; and (4) tourism and creative 
economy. Focusing on the said areas, Thailand hopes to 
achieve comprehensive security in key areas of food, health, 
energy, employment and sustainable natural resources and 
environment.  

Kitipong Promwong, President of the Office of National 
Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation Policy 
Council, elaborated that each area of the BCG model is like a 
pyramid that resembles the supply chain in that sector. 
Production employing basic know-how that involves the 
largest group of producers forms the base of the pyramid 
while the higher levels of the pyramid require more sophisti-
cated technology that less manufacturers have the capacity. 
The goal is to enable the base to move up the pyramid by 
adding value to their products. For example, in the medical 
and wellness sector, the base of the pyramid is traditional 
knowledge of herbs while the top of the supply chain is cut-
ting-edge medicine that is a result of research and technolo-

gy. Upgrading the four areas of BCG will benefit around 17 
million people working in these sectors. 

BCG seeks to capitalize on Thailand’s biodiversity 
throughout the supply chain, by strengthening the capacity 
of local communities and optimizing the use of new tech-
nologies. At the same time, higher up the supply chain, sci-
ence agencies are transforming the manufacturing and 
services sectors through modern scientific methods and 
technology, as well as home-grown innovation. The vision is 
to simultaneously drive forward the bio-, circular, and green 
economy. In short, Thailand plans to be innovative and go 
greener for better gains. While these concepts have been 
present in Thailand for some time, it is their combined 
implementation in a synergised manner that is novel. 
Thailand has been advocating several development con-
cepts and models, which actually have interconnected ideas 
to strike a balance between the conservation of natural 
resources and value creation. BCG is the latest model that 
was sketched out from analyses of our current situation and 
our preferred destination in this journey of development. 

 
Boosting the Basics 

BCG builds on the principles of His Majesty King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great’s Sufficiency Economy 
Philosophy (SEP), whose notion of moderation is particu-
larly relevant.   Economic development should begin with 
producing from existing resources and strengthening local 
foundations towards creating a balanced, stable growth, 
and a self-sufficient economy. Agriculture is a fundamental 
component in Thailand’s BCG model, particularly bio econ-
omy. The OECD defines bio economy as “the economic 
activities relating to the invention, development, produc-
tion and use of biological products and processes.” Modern 
biotechnology will be applied to boost agricultural and 
industrial productivity, while reducing the negative impact 
on public health. Thailand plans to achieve this by support-
ing innovative agricultural products and methods to 
enhance productivity. 

Professor Dr Iris Lewandowski unveiled in her book on 
“Shaping the Transition to a Sustainable Bio-based 
Economy” that agriculture is a subset of a bio economy, 
which in turn is a subset of a green economy that is “low 
carbon, resource efficient and socially inclusive,” as defined 
by the UNEP. The link to sustaining a green economy and 

maintaining a feedback loop, or input, into the foundation 
bio economy, is to keep products circulating in use for as 
long as possible. 

This is why a circular economy is the crucial link 
between a bio economy and a green economy. It focuses 
on the principles of designing out waste and pollution, 
keeping products and materials in use, and regenerating 
natural systems. Put together, the BCG model would 
improve the manufacturing and use of products, while cre-
ating value at all levels of the production and consumption 
process, where everything can be used, and nothing goes 
to waste. 

A concrete example is the Thai Eastern Industrial Zone in 
Chonburi, set up in October 2020, the first bio-industrial 
zone that can generate an annual economic value of over 
$3.2 billion. Part of the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC), it 
has been helping farmers develop quality products to feed 
the bio industry, and creating stable incomes and jobs for 
8,000 locals over three years.  The EEC supports industries 
that correspond with BCG, such as food for the future, med-
icine, and agriculture and biotechnology. BCG investments 
in the EEC will enjoy revised regulations to their favour. For 
instance, with regard to circular economy, regulations have 
been revised so that industrial waste can be transported 
directly to processing plants across provinces, thereby mini-
mizing the environmental risk on localities. 

 
Towards Balanced and Sustainable Development 
Don Pramudwinai, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 

of Foreign Affairs of Thailand opined that BCG is a compre-
hensive approach towards sustainable development that 

does not leave our environment behind. The paradigm 
aims to maintain balance between man and nature to avoid 
any disruption that may befall in the form of natural disas-
ters or pandemics like COVID-19. 

By promoting balanced development that does not 
exceed environmental capacity, the BCG model can reduce 
risks of infectious diseases from humans, plants and ani-
mals, as well as climate change. It hopes to reduce the con-
sumption of natural resources by two-thirds, and to reduce 
pollution and environmental impact from development. 

Thailand has expressed its commitment to these 
causes on numerous occasions. For example, during 
Thailand’s Chairmanship of ASEAN in 2019, ASEAN 
Leaders adopted the Bangkok Declaration on Combating 
Marine Debris to promote the sustainable use of the 
marine environment. This aligns with Thailand’s policy to 
reduce and recycle more plastic. In addition, Thailand is 
committed to reduce food waste from 30 percent down 
to 10 percent by 2030. Thailand also intends to reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions by 20-25 percent by 2030 to 
become a low carbon society. 

Thailand recognises the benefits of the BCG model on 
the global economy, and will encourage international 
partners to exchange technological and scientific 
resources to activate the BCG model for post COVID-19 
recovery. Thailand advocates joint efforts to ensure that 
the world’s natural assets continue to yield resources and 
environmental services for future generations. This will 
certainly be included in the agendas when Thailand 
chairs BIMSTEC in 2021-2022 and assumes the role of 
APEC Host Economy next year.

Thailand activates BCG  
model for a sustainable  
recovery from COVID-19
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ROYAL THAI EMBASSY, KUWAIT
Address: Jabriya, Block No. 6,  

Street No. 8, Villa 1, 

P.O. Box 66647  

Bayan 43757 Kuwait 
Tel: (965) 25317530, 25317531, 25314870  
Hotline: (965) 60719888 Fax: (965) 25317532 
E-mail: royalthaiembassykuwait@gmail.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/thaiemkw  
Twitter: @ThailandinKuwait

Royal Thai Embassy at your service

Providing financial contribution to the Thai Students Society in Kuwait Delivering food bags and essential medical needs to Thai labour in 
Kuwait

Staff members of the Royal Thai Embassy

Assisting and sending off Thai nationals back home

Providing assistance to Kuwaitis and expats in various matters, ranging from facilitating travel, issuing visas and giving information on Thailand
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hai cuisine is among the most celebrated and popular dishes in the world. Its distinctive blend of exotic 
flavors and pleasant fragrances has broadly contributed to a top global status. We have gathered some 
of the Thai restaurants in Kuwait for everyone to have a taste of Thai food, both at the restaurant itself, 

or to enjoy at the comfort of your home with your loved ones!

ai Restaurants & Shops in Kuwait


